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Liberal history quiz 2012
The 2012 Liberal history quiz – with a link to the latest History Group booklet, Mothers of Liberty – was a feature of the History Group’s exhibition stand 
at the Liberal Democrat conference in Brighton last September. The winner was David Maddox, with an impressive 19½ marks out of 20. Below we 
reprint the questions – the answers will be included in the summer issue.

1. Who was the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party from 1949 to 1951? 

2. Who said of the possible formation of a breakaway from Labour in 1981 that such a party would have ‘no roots, no principles, no philosophy and no 
values’? 

3. Who is the current Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Employment Relations, Consumer and Postal Affairs? 

4. What is the name of the organisation within the Liberal Democrats which seeks to ensure that women are more fairly represented in the Commons? 

5. Margaret Wintringham became the first-ever woman Liberal MP by winning the seat of Louth in Lincolnshire in a by-election. In what year?  

6. Which Parliamentary seat was contested for the Liberal Democrats by Nicola Davies at a by-election in July 2004, when she lost by just 460 votes? 

7. In what year was the Women’s Liberal Federation formed? 

8. Which seat did Ray Michie (later Baroness Michie of Gallanach) represent in the House of Commons from 1987 to 2001? 

9. W. E. Gladstone’s daughter acted as one of his private secretaries at Downing Street after the Grand Old Man resumed the premiership in 1880. 
What was her Christian name? 

10. Lady Violet Bonham Carter was a great friend of Winston Churchill. What was the title of the biography of him that she published in 1965? 

11. Which Liberal activist became Director of the Electoral Reform Society in 1960? 

12. Who did Geoff Pope succeed as Member of the Greater London Assembly when she stood down in June 2005? 

13. With what animal is the former SDP MP Rosie Barnes for ever associated, thanks to her appearing with one in a 1987 party election broadcast? 

14. On which Caribbean island was Baroness Floella Benjamin born? 

15. Christiana Hartley was a Liberal social and welfare rights activist, businesswoman and philanthropist. In 1921 she was elected the first female 
Mayor of which Lancashire borough? 

16. What distinction do Margery Corbett Ashby, Alison Vickers Garland, Mrs J. McEwan and Violet Markham collectively share? 

17. In the Liberal interest she contested Hornchurch in 1950 and 1951, Truro in 1955 and 1959, Epping in 1964, Rochdale in 1966 and Wakefield in 1970. 
Who was she? 

18. Honor Balfour was a member of Radical Action, which opposed the wartime electoral truce; which seat did she contest in 1943 as an Independent 
Liberal, coming within 70 votes (and two recounts) of victory? 

19. What is the burial place of Margot Asquith, a location she shares with her husband – and also with George Orwell and David Astor, amongst others? 

20. Why are Nora Radcliffe and Margaret Smith notable Lib Dem names? 


