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Lib-Labs
Roy Douglas

Andrew Hudson’s inter-
esting article on the 
Lib-Labs (Journal 41) 

raises a few points which call 
for comment.

The National Agent 
Francis (not Henry) Schnad-
horst and the Chief Whip 
Herbert (later Viscount) 
Gladstone were both inter-
ested in securing the elec-
tion of more working-class 
MPs, but at different periods. 
Schnadhorst retired from 
the post of Secretary of the 
National Liberal Federation 
in 1893 and from Chair-
manship a year later. His 
health collapsed about that 
time, and he died early in 
1900. Herbert Gladstone was 
Chief Whip from 1899 until 
he joined Campbell-Ban-
nerman’s government late in 
1905.

The Hanley by-election of 
13 July 1912 did not result in 
a Tory victory (though many 
people, including the Punch 
cartoonist, anticipated other-
wise), but in a victory by the 
Liberal land-taxing enthusiast 
R. L. Outhwaite. The result 
was: Outhwaite 6647; Rittner 
(Tory) 5993; Finney (Labour) 
1694.

The author is right in 
stating that the affiliation of 
the Miners’ Federation to 
the Labour Party ‘was not 
universally welcomed’. In the 
general election of January 
1910, the Lib-Lab miners’ 
MPs who defected to the 
Labour Party were only able 
to hold their seats where 
they had no Liberal against 
them. The only one of their 
number who encountered 
Liberal opposition was John 
Johnson in Gateshead. The 
feeling of the local miners 
was indicated on polling day 
when eight thousand of them 

demonstrated against him in 
the streets of the town. The 
Liberal won the seat; Johnson 
ran a poor third.

Archie Macdonald
Michael Meadowcroft

Excellent issue (Journal 
41) just arrived!

On Jaime Reynolds’ 
and Robert Ingham’s biog-
raphy of Archie Macdonald, 
I knew Francis Boyd very 
well. He was the Lobby Cor-
respondent for the Guardian 
for very many years and he 
told me that when Archie 
Macdonald appeared at the 
Commons in 1950 he, Fran-
cis, sought Archie out, basi-
cally to introduce himself as 
just about the only Liberal 
journalist around the place. 
He duly met Archie and con-
gratulated him warmly on 
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p. 198. In 1879 Gladstone 
thought that Disraeli’s purchase 
of the Khedive’s shares in the 
Suez Canal had amounted to 
assuming ‘the virtual govern-
ment of Egypt’, in so far as Brit-
ain, jointly with France, was now 
in control of Egyptian revenue 
and responsible for the servicing 
of her national debt (Midlothian 
Speeches, First Speech, p. 49). His 
understanding was that Britain 
had accepted a virtual ‘Protec-
torate’ on the Nile – with all 
the political and moral obliga-
tions that a protectorate entailed. 
This helps to explain why he was 
so readily persuaded to invade 
Egypt in 1882.

28  E. D. Steele, Palmerston and Lib-
eralism 1855–1865 (Cambridge, 
1991), p. 246.
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his election. Archie’s response 
was the comment, ‘Ah, yes 
– now there’s three things 
wrong with the Manchester 
Guardian …’!

The novelist Ernest 
Raymond was the conduit 
for the 1962 victory in 
the Town Ward of Hamp-
stead Borough which put 
Archie Macdonald on 
to that council. There’s a 
hilarious account of it in 
Ernest’s autobiography, 
Please You, Draw Near, pub-
lished by Cassell in 1969, 
pages 115–19. It’s particu-
larly about persuading his 
friend and fellow author, 
Pamela Frankau, to stand 
with him and Archie in the 
three-member ward on the 
guarantee that she wouldn’t 
win! All three of them came 
to my Liberal councillors’ 
training sessions that year 
and I recall Archie putting 
on an air of some superiority 
as an ex-MP.
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